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In pre-war Europe, there were Maggidim who would travel from city to city delivering
mussar lectures to those who would come to hear them. The Maggidim would often relate
their messages with a tune that would evoke emotion and revive their spirits. | want to
briefly share with you, the words of one of the Maggidim, known as En Moshe Yidaber.
Before Rosh Hashanah he would often relate these words with that ancient Mussar tune:

In the days of old, lies were in the Bais Medrash, and the truth was in the streets.

But today, it’s just the opposite. Today, the truth is in the Bais Medrash, and the lies are in the
streets.

In the days of old the Bais Medrash was treife and the streets were kosher.

Today, the Bais Medrash is Kosher but, therefore, the home is treife.

In the days of old they would sit in the Bais Medrash and learn. There was no electricity. What
did they use? They used candles; candles made from fat (fat that is forbidden to eat). The fat
dripped onto the tables, so they put underneath it a spoon to catch the wax. So, the spoon
became treife (because of the wax that dripped on it). The Bais Medrash became treife. But,
therefore, at home it was kosher. The streets were kosher, the kitchen was kosher, the living
room was kosher, and the bedroom was kosher.

Today it’s just the opposite.

Today the Bais Medrash is clean, the Bais Medrash is tidy, and the Bais Medrash is in order.
Anyone can put down a plate, or a spoon, and there is no question that it’s kosher. But,
therefore, the kitchen is treife, the bedroom is treife, it’s all treife.

In the days of old the truth was in the street. A truthful word. When a person said yes, he meant
yes; when a person said no, he meant no.

The truth was in the streets; therefore, the lies were in the Bais Medrash.

When a person came to shul on Yom Kippur, he said 71197 '‘nxonw xon 2y — it was a lie. He
would klapp nnwx (we are guilty), it was a lie. 1122 (we have betrayed) it was a lie. 1712 (we
have stolen) it was a lie. The lies were in the Bais Hamedrash.

But today, it’s just the opposite.

Today, the lies are in the streets. When you speak to a person you don’t know if he is speaking
the truth. You don’t know what he means. The lies are in the street.

But, therefore, the truth is in the Bais Medrash. Today, when someone comes to shul and klapps
XN 7V and MWK it’s true, 11TAQ is true, 11772 is true.

The lies are in the street, but the truth is in the Bais Medrash...
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PREFACE

On the night of 27 Cheshvan 5748, November 18, 1987, our
Zaydei, Harav Yaakov Meir Kohn Zt'l, Rav Yaakov Meir ben R’ Yosef
Yitzchok, arrived home from a meeting of the United Jewish Council of
the Lower East Side. He opened a few sefarim and resumed his never-
ending Torah study.

Thinking he heard a knock at the door, he went to answer it. At
that moment, he had a massive heart attack and collapsed near the
door. He was rushed to the hospital by Hatzalah but his holy neshamah
had already departed, his Gemara still open awaiting his return.

Zaydei left his Gemara open symbolically for us, his children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. We see it as our charge and holy
mission from him to keep learning and teaching the Word of Hashem.

During Zaydei’s shiva, Rebbetzin Sima Feinstein a”h (Rav Moshe’s
wife) remarked that they had lost “unzere Reb Yankel — OUR Reb
Yankel”.

Everyone who knew him loved him, including non-Jews he
encountered on the street. He exuded pleasantness and warmth. The
painful lonely years of his youth were completely hidden beneath his
charismatic smile and warm sense of humor. Wherever he went, he
always had a sefer in hand. He learned Torah and he lived Torah, and
his greatest nachas was teaching Torah to others.

We continue to miss him and be inspired by him.

May his neshamah have an aliyah and may he be a "y y°%» for all
of us.




A MATTER OF PERCEPTION

Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn

What you think of a certain situation depends on how you look at it. Two
people can observe the exact same occurrence and yet come away with
different impressions. For instance, a store might not have a customer for a
whole week. Suddenly, on Friday morning a customer walks in. An average
person will think nothing of it. A business has good days and bad days, good
weeks and bad weeks. A religious person, however, will say G-d sent in this
customer on Erev Shabbos so that the storeowner will be able to afford
provisions for Shabbos.

A story is told of a drunken Jew in a little town in Europe, who once met
the priest of the town passing on the street. The priest didn't understand
Yiddish and the drunken Jew didn’t speak Russian. They began communicating
in @ mysterious sign language.

The priest held up three fingers and the Jew responded by holding up
one finger. Then the priest held up his hand with all five fingers separated. The
Jew promptly showed the priest a clenched fist. Finally, the priest took out a
bottle of wine and the drunken Jew produced a piece of white cheese. Upon
the conclusion of their exchange the priest hugged the drunken Jew and
exclaimed that he was a great man. Then they went their separate ways.

Afterwards the priest was asked to explain the strange exchange. He
priest replied that when he first saw the drunken Jew looking so happy, he
wondered how he could be so content if he didn’t believe in the trinity. I showed
him three fingers to symbolize the trinity. Ther Jew replied by holding up one
finger, symbolizing that they believe in only the one true G-d. I then asked the
drunk how the Jews could be so confident in their beliefs when there is so
much disunity among them, symbolized by my five separate fingers. He replied
by holding up a clenched fist, indicating that win times of urgency the Jewish
people bind together. I asked him how the Jews will be redeemed if they are
as red with sin as red wine. He replied that although the Jews sin, they repent
and become pure white like cheese. When I heard his poignant replies, I
embraced him and realized how wise he was.

Later on, the drunken Jew was also asked to explain his puzzling
conversation with the priest. The Jew replied that he had been walking through
the streets happily, minding his own business, when this priest asked him why
he was so happy because he could kill me with his three fingers. I replied that
I could overcome him with just one finger. The priest then told me that his five
fingers would put an end to me. I replied that my clenched fist could do a lot
more damage to him. When he saw that I wasn’t afraid of him he decided to
make peace with me, and he presented me with a bottle of wine. When I saw



that he had backed down I took out a piece of cheese and he hugged me, and
we became friends.

The same event was witnessed by two people. To the drunk their
exchange was an everyday occurrence while to the priest it was a theological
debate.

The same is true of shul. To one person shul is a meeting place where
people gather together socially. But to another person the shul is a place of
holiness and prayer, a place that unifies and purifies us.

Sometimes we're separated like five fingers, but the shul unifies us.
Even if we are sinful like red wine, we come to shul to purify our souls. The

shul is a vital part of Judaism and without it we are unable to properly exist as
Jews.



SADNESS AND MOURNING

Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn

According to the Jewish law, the ceremony of keriah, cutting our
garments when our closest relatives pass away, is to be performed while
the mourner is standing. This teaches us that we have to meet all sorrow
while standing upright. The future may be dark, veiled from the view of
mortals, but not the manner in which we meet the future. To rail at life,
to rebel against our destiny that has cast our lives in unpleasant places
is of little avail. We cannot lay down the terms of life. Life must be
accepted on its own terms. But as hard as life’s terms are we must
accept them.

Sorrow is as much a part of life as joy. To live is to suffer as well
as to rejoice. Sorrow cannot be avoided; it can only be conquered.

A hungry fox was eyeing some luscious fruits in a garden. But to
his dismay he could find no way to squeeze past the tall, thick fence
that surrounded the vineyard on all sides. As the fox circled around the
fence, he found a small hole in the fence, barely large enough for him
to push his head through. The fox could see the luscious grapes growing
in the vineyard, and his mouth began to water. But the hole was too
small for him. So, the fox fasted for three days, until he became thin
enough to slip through the hole.
Inside the vineyard, the fox began to eat to his heart’s content. He grew
bigger and fatter than ever before. Then he wanted to get out of the
vineyard. But alas! The hole was too small again. So, what did he do?
He fasted for three days again, and then just about managed to slip
through the hole and out again.

Turning his head towards the vineyard, the poor fox said:
“Vineyard, O vineyard! How lovely you look, and how lovely are your
fruits and vines. But what good are you to me? just as I came to you,
so I leave you.”

And so, our sages say, it is also with this world. It is a beautiful
world, but—in the words of King Solomon, the wisest of all men—just as
man comes into this world emptyhanded, so he leaves it. Naked he
entered the world and naked he leaves. After all his toil therein, he
carries nothing away with him except the good deeds he leaves behind.

(Koheles Rabbah 5:14)

We must face grief without any expectation of miraculous healing
but with the knowledge that we are courageous and resolute. We can
live as our loved ones would wish us to live, not empty, morose, self-
centered and self-pitying, but as brave and undismayed servants.



Rabbinic wisdom (Bava Basra 60b) teaches this approach to grief
in the following passage:

When the second Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed, many Jews
began to withdraw from life and sank into a depressed mourning for the
sons and daughters of Israel that had perished and also for the Temple
that had gone up in smoke. They refused to eat and drink. Rabbi
Yehoshua said to them, "My sons, I know that it is impossible not to
mourn, but to mourn excessively is forbidden.” Why? Because that great
Jewish sage felt that we human beings must think not only for the past
but also for the future.

We are commanded by our religion to serve faithfully as long as
we are alive.

All of life is but a loan to us. When the lender asks for the return
of the jewel, He will care for it better than we have.



Marriage
Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn

The relationship between the Almighty and Israel is often pictured
as that of a marital relationship. The Prophet Hosea foresees the day
when the Almighty will take Israel unto Himself and effect a perfect
union.

We repeat what G-d said to us every morning when we don our
tefillin:

n7v? "7 nwani - VI shall betroth the unto Me forever"

The first idea that is expressed is that the union will be a
permanent one. Too many young people enter the marriage relationship
with mental reservations that they will dissolve the union when living
together will be difficult. That is not the right attitude. Trial marriages
are never successful, for they begin with the wrong idea, namely, that
the marriage may be dissolved. One must begin with the idea that come
what may, for better or worse, the marriage will continue.

In this week’s Torah portion when Yaakov left the home of his
father Yitzchak to build a home for himself, he had a dream -

NNMWN YN IWX XN QXN 0710 Ml

A ladder was set up on earth and the top of it reached to heaven.
Life is like a ladder. It is not always smooth -- it is not always like a bed
of roses. You do not always go up the rungs of the ladder. Some- times
you must go down. However, you must always remember that G-d is
always above you and will guide you forever.

12 DTN D7V DYP7R RN NN

Angels of G-d are always ascending and descending the ladder.
Through the vicissitudes of life remember that your position on the
rungs of the ladder may fluctuate. There are times when you have to
submit to the opinions of others and take the advice of others, that will
insure an everlasting marital relationship.

O'MNNAl ToNAI VOSYNAI PTXA 9 7' NYANI

"I shall betroth thee to Me with justice and righteousness, with
kindness and mercy."

The wunion must be characterized by fair play, by proper
consideration for one another, by justice and kindness. Neither one must
take advantage of the other but be fair, ready to share the burdens as
well as the joys that life holds out.



‘N DR YT namaa Y72 1'nwanl - "And I shall betroth thee unto Me with
faith and thou shalt know the Lord"

Faith and knowledge of G-d are the third element that must enter.
Faith in one another and knowledge of G-d are most essential because
they give an ideal which two people hold in common and which brings
idealism unto their lives. The more things in common two young people
have, the greater is their chance for cooperation and collaboration. In
order to achieve any goal in life, it must be accomplished step by step -
- rung by rung on the ladder of success. Life is not always smooth, but
if you will base it on harmony, mutual conscientious concern,
understanding, compassion for another, character, and love, then your
marriage will indeed be a success.

May you be guided by these ideals and may the union you form
be permanent and lasting. May the Divine Presence ever be in your
midst and bless your home with happiness and joy.



Succos & Hoshanah Rabbah?

Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn zt”l

We are blessed to have in this month of Tishrei three Yomim Tovim
- Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and the present Yom Tov of Succos.

[mnN' 219D Di¥ 0l Iand' n"a - On Rosh Hashanah our fate for the
coming year is inscribed, and on Yom Kippur it is sealed. At the
conclusion of Succos, Hoshanah Rabbah, we receive the xav xjpn'o, the
good verdict.

This shows that although the holidays are separate, they contain
a common theme.

Let us begin by analyzing all of these Yomim Tovim.

What is the reason for the Yom Tov of Succos? The Torah
hakedosha says nmxn yaxn DnIxX 'R'¥IN2 780" "2 DX 'Mavin Npioa D — In
Succos I caused the B'nei Yisroel to dwell when I took them out of
Mitzrayim.

If this is the only reason we celebrate Succos, then it is hard to
understand why we celebrate. We had many miracles when we were in
the desert, including the miracle of the manna and the well of water that
accompanied us. We traveled through 42 encampments in relative
security. Why are we not making any remembrances of those miracles?
Maybe we should have a Yom Tov of jogging to remember that they
traveled in the desert for 40 years?

Regarding Yom Kippur, the gemara states, m'wyi 'v'wn nvnn 178> 2
'wwna Ik — Anyone who eats on the 9t of Tishrei (Erev Yom Kippur),
it is as if he fasted on the 9% and 10t of Tishrei. There is such great
significance to eating before Yom Kippur that it has the same importance
as fasting on Yom Kippur. This is very difficult to understand. Why should
that be?

On Rosh Hashanah the main mitzvah is o ny'pn - blowing
Shofar. The gemara explains that a shofar is made from 'x hp - the
horn of a ram. The question is that a horn is a symbol of destruction.
The gemara (Bava Kamma) discusses the four main categories of

These are two derashos with similar and connected themes that | found in the files of my Zaydei, Rabbi 2
Yaakov Meir Kohn zt”l, Rav of Anshe Slonim on the Lower East Side. It is unclear when and where this
lecture was delivered.



damages - |'j7'ra niax nvax. There the gemara says that |y is the worst.
It is defined by the animal intending to do damage jp'tn'7 1Iman. If so, why
on Rosh Hashanah, when we pray for chesed and rachamim, do we use
an instrument of destruction?

This teaches us that our obligation and duty is to convert objects
of destruction to holiness, to convert 2107 v, to convert the yan 1y into
aion 1x'. This is what then gemara means when it says that the pasuk
7227 702 7R 'n nx nanxl means that we must love Hashem with both of
our inclinations, 1y nwa.

The same idea is conveyed to eating. We must convert the action
that even an animal does - eating — into nomi9on o nuiTz. We need to
make the eating of the 9 of Tishrei as holy as the fasting of the 10t of
Tishrei.

This same idea applies to Succos as well. The Chernobyler Rebbe
would say, "I love the succah because one enters the succah even with
my muddy boots.” On succos even the mud on our boots becomes holy.

And this is my message to you. You all have secular positions in
the everyday workplace. But you are all capable of converting all your
secular endeavors into nwiTp.



I want to thank the rabbi for giving me the privilege of addressing
you. It was truly enjoyable to listen to the sermons of your distinguished
rabbi, and they are always full of nn bvo as we say in Succos
terminology. However, we should note that the nuan 't also include an
item with no ovv or n and for that reason I'm probably speaking to you
now.

On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, we said: nrral ian>' nmiwn wxia
[mnn' 9D nix. We have a tradition that on Hoshanah Rabbah we receive
the xav xpn's — good decision.

It always amazed me - why we must wait until the end of Succos
for the final decision, rather than receiving it immediately? In our world,
delays are understandable — union problems, strikes, etc. However, this
is not the case in heaven. So, why is the edict not sent to this world for
another two weeks after it is sealed on Yom Kippur?

The answer, I believe, is as follows:

We have two Torahs -no 7vaw naini andaw nin. They are both
important. However, no 72vaw nin is more important, for it explains and
illuminates anoaw nin. On the pasuk (Shemos 34:27) “pnatn @ 72w »
N2 K M n7Rn - For upon these words I have made a covenant with
you”, the gemara (Gittin 60b) says that the covenant was founded based
upon and because of no 72vaw nin.

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are easily understood based on
the pesukim of an>aw nnin — blow a shofar on Rosh Hashanah and fast
on Yom Kippur. But every aspect of Succos cannot be understood without
no 2vaw nn. What can be used for walls of a succah? What can be used
for Schach? What are the Four Species that the Torah commands us to
take?3

G-d waits until after Succos to see if we have done complete
teshuvah, demonstrating our complete faith and obedience to an>aw nain
and no 7waw nin and then we can receive the xav xpn'o.

Also, the greatness of a Jew is that he must convert earthly items
into holiness. In parshas Balak, the Torah says that Bila’am declared, m
79y min"apyr - who can count the dust of Yaakov?” Rashi comments |'x
191 'Upnw nixna jlawn, there are numerous mitzvos that are connected
to the earth, such as proper planting, etc. Even dirt can be converted

which according to Rashi is the source of the great celebration of nmn 7101 It should also be added that 3
. N9 2vaw NN is completely learned from Nnaxiwn N2 NNnw



into holiness. In addition, even the seed of the conjugal act can become
holy. It is for that reason that at a wedding seven blessings are recited
under the chuppah and during the week afterwards. One beracha does
not suffice to bring out the sanctity of the event. We must ensure that
marriage is not merely a physical act of pleasure, but rather one full of
kedusha.

The pasuk in Tehillim (128:2) says "q7 a101 7wx 7oxn D '90 vt —
The toil of your hands when you shall eat it, you are praiseworthy, and
it is good for you.” It does not say the fruits of your mind - your plans
and ideas, but the toil of your hands; what you actually create and make
holy.

The pasuk also says “nTx 127 jma yaxni 'n? omw nmwin- The heavens,
the heavens are for Hashem, and the earth is for people.” The Kotzker
Rebbe quipped that Hashem gave us the earth and our task is to elevate
the earth and make it heavenly.

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur represent true, inherent
kedushah. But on Succos, man converts earthy items into mitzvos - the
schach, the boards, the 4 species, etc. If a Jew reaches this level then
he is assured of a xav xjpno.

In addition, the mitzvos are divided into nipn? oTx "2 nixn and nixn
nran? oTx 2. Both must be adhered to.

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur stress nipgn? nix 2. We do
teshuvah and say selichos and extra tefillos to Hashem. If one sins |2
nran? otk Yom Kippur cannot atone for that, unless the person he hurt
forgives him.

On Succos however, we not only rejoice ourselves, but we have
the responsibility to ensure that others rejoice as well - aion 752 nnnwi
7272 WX MANLI70ENNR N7 YRR N7 M k.

After the week of Succos when we have focused on bringing joy
to others and elevating our carefulness with 1n'an? o~ 1a, then we can
merit a xav xpn'o.

Thus, the message is to believe in an>aw nin and no 72vaw nain, to
live for others, and to convert all our deeds into holy acts.

In that merit, we will all have a xav xpno.



Speech from Yehuda Kohn’s Bar Mitzvah

My dear oldest grandson Yehuda Yosef -

We all are thankful to hashem that we are able to be here and to
take part in this simcha. This simcha is called bar mitzvah, a son of
mitzvoh, which means from now on, you are obligated to perform, obey,
observe the taryag mitzvos.

I would like to explain why we refer to a thirteen-year-old as bar
mitzvah, a son of mitzvoh and not a ba’al mitzvah, a man of mitzvoh.
We refer to a generous person as a ba’al chessed, a person with a good
character we call ba’al midos, a man with good character. If so, why do
we refer to a thirteen-year-old boy not as ba’al mitzvoh but as a bar
mitzvoh, a son of mitzvoh?

When a boy reaches the age of thirteen and he becomes a full
recognized member of Klal Yisroel and he is able to choose his way to
life, he should always remember his roots, whose son he is and he
should follow his parents’ footsteps, that people should be proud to say
that this boy is a bar, a truly son on his parents.

And now Yehuda, I would like to tell you a little bit about your
parents and your family. Although we live in a time of equal rights when
men are equal to the woman, but I am from the old school who say
ladies first. Even when Hashem yisborach gave the Torah he told Moshe
to first speak to the woman and then to the men.

I will start with your mother. When Miriam invited your mother for
a Shabbos to our home when they were students at Stern college, we
liked her from the very beginning. Your mother is intelligent and very
bright. She was the editor in chief of Stern’s college magazine. She has
a PhD. Your grandfather, Mr. Cherick, is one of the builders of yiddishkeit
in America. He is one of the organizers of Young Israel movement.
Thanks to him, St. Louis is a town of torah, tzedakah and yiddishkeit.
Your grandmother is very smart, bright and intelligent. She is the
Hebrew principal of the talmud torah. Your grandmother’s mother is well
known for her charity for yeshivas here and in Israel and for the state
of Eretz Yisrael. Your grandmother's father was a great lamdun, gaon a
mechaber for a sefer.

Now I will turn the page to your father. He is in his way a genius.
At a young age he received his smicha and also his PhD. This
achievement he obtained by winning scholarships and fellowships. He
studied very hard and even took sleep away from me in order to study
with him. When your father reviews a blatt gemorah he reviews it in its
depths....



LIFE OF KEDUSHA

Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn

The Gemora (92a) Sanhedrin asks 7tx |p'n%, after v 7xwm nnan
came out alive from the burning furnace, where did they go?

Rabbi Yochanan said nnal nua im0 o'wa Ikwal 78w yax? 17y - they
went to Eretz Yisroel, got married and had children.

I would like to explain the Gemorah: Every person has to be a 7721n
going up higher. each day doing more and more in the service of nwn
‘.

The Vilna Gaon explained, non T nnx >7va n7un 7710 AnX 'k DX - if one
does not go higher not only does he remain on the same level, but he
goes down.

Therefore, the Gemara asked about nnryi 2xwm nman how much
higher could they go?

The Gemara answers that to live properly, be good husbands raise
children properly, that is the highest service to G-d.

Rav Mendel Kotzker used to say 7 'nn wnip 'wani — holy mentchen,
holy people you should be.

Regarding Har Sinai it says mmwi i7ox'1 o'7xn 1T - and they saw
Hashem and they ate and drank. In eating and drinking you could see
G-dliness - to know where to eat and how to eat and when to eat. If it
is proper and with human values, eating has nwiT.

We will conclude with a story from the Chofetz Chaim:

The Chofetz Chaim’s son was in Warsaw and chassidim asked him
to tell them about a miracle that the Chofetz Chaim had performed. The
son answered “by you it is a miracle if G-d does what the tzaddik wants.
But by my father the miracle is that he does what G-d wants.”

To live life in a holy manner is the greatest kedusha.



JOY OF A WEDDING

Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn

Thank you, Rabbi, for permitting me to express my feelings. I am
thankful to G-d that I and my wife are able to participate in your
wedding.

I feel that I am now not at a cousin’s wedding, but at my own
daughter’s wedding but without obligations to pay the caterer’s bill and
without a headache about the sitting arrangements.

According to the Jewish tradition, a wedding ceremony has to be
performed by giving a ring. The ring can be made from any material,
gold, silver, or copper. However, it cannot contain any diamonds. A
person could say the most beautiful and nicest poems and yet the
marriage will not take effect, only by giving. A happy marriage is not
based on flowery words, and not even on kissing and hugging. A happy
marriage is only based by giving. To give themselves over to his or to
her mate.

As a ring has no head or tail, such should be a marriage. No one
is the head, no one is the tail, both are equal.

The ring also contains no diamonds. If a scratch happens in any
material, you can smooth it out, However, if it happens on a diamond,
you cannot fix it, the scratch remains. Life in marriage is not always
smooth. There are disagreements, but you have to try to smooth it out
and come to an agreement.

Let us summarize these three things on which a happy marriage
is based:

By giving up yourself to each other and ensuring that no one is
the head or tail in family life. If a misunderstanding happens, try to
straighten it out.

In the old country was a custom that the parents of the bride and
groom used to go to the cemetery and invite the souls of their deceased
parents and family. Here tonight are the souls for your departed family,
and among them is the soul of your great and famous Rabbi who brought
his blessing, and he is confident that your home will be built on the
beautiful foundation of authentic Judaism.

You have dreamed, and your dreams became a reality. You have
hoped and your hopes were fulfilled. You wished and your wishes came
true. You are now husband and wife. happiness. There are three
elements needed to create happiness.



First, trust in G-d that He is the father of life, that he guards our
steps, that his mercy accompanies us day and night, in sun and in
thunderstorm. Secondly, trust in yourself, and trust in each other.

My dear Chosson, I want you to realize that upon you will depend
on the happiness of the young girl now entrusted in your care. My dear
Kallah, I want you to feel that your attitude, your patience, your happy
cooperation can make or mar the happiness of the young man whose
partner you now become. Thirdly, is the knowledge that no Jew can be
happy unless he knows that he has done his Jewish duty. No Jew can
be happy unless he shares the sorrows and joys of his people.

Building like this on trust in G-d, on respect for each other, and
social responsibility entitles you to ask for G-d's help. And so, may He
guard you under the wings of His mercy and keep you together in joy
and in long blessed life for many, many years to come.



NEXT YEAR IN YERUSHALAYIM

Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn

There are two occasions during the year when we (officially) recite
the timeless prayer, “L’shanah habba’ah b’Yerushalyim- Next year in
Yerushalayim.” Although the prayer is on our hearts and minds
constantly and we often sing it, it is only officially part of the liturgy of
our prayers on Yom Kippur and on Pesach. During the waning moments
of Neilah after we have spent the awesome day of Yom Kippur fasting
and in penetrating prayer, the entire congregation announces together,
“"Next Year in Yerushalayim.” The second occasion is on Pesach at the
conclusion of the Seder. After we have fulfilled the many unique mitzvos
of the night and have performed the many steps of the Seder, we begin
the final section of the Seder with the declaration of, “Next year in
Yerushalayim.” What is the significance of these two occasions and their
connection to this timeless prayer?

The final redemption can come, either because Klal Yisroel as a
nation merits it or, if they are undeserving when the designated time
arrives, they will be redeemed in fulfilment of the promise, “And He
brings redemption to their (our forefather’s) children’s children, for the
sake of His name”. The difference is that if the redemption comes
because Klal Yisroel merits it, then they will be entitled and deserving
of the salvation that will occur. However, if they must be redeemed
because of the promise made to the forefathers, Moshiach’s arrival and
the salvation that ensues will completely be an act of kindness by G-d.

When a person is in dire need of financial assistance, he can
receive it in one of two ways. If he is compelled to come on to the grace
of others and to ask for charity, when he receives what he needs
although he will surely be very excited, he will inevitably feel some
shame because he had to ask for kindness. Therefore, he will restrict
his excitement to the privacy of his own home. However, if a person
works tirelessly until he himself earns the money he needs, his
excitement is far greater. He has no reason to be ashamed of the money
he received; in fact, he has every right to be very proud of it. Therefore,
his excitement will be expressed in a far more ostentatious and
uninhibited manner.

There are two unique time-periods dedicated to redemption. The
first is Pesach, the anniversary of our miraculous redemption from
Egypt. While it was truly an amazing event, we did not possess sufficient
merit to be redeemed. In fact, the Medrash relates that as the Jews left
Egypt the Angel of Egypt complained that “"These (the Jews) and these
(the Egyptians) are both idolaters.” Although the Jews had some merits



still, in reality, G-d saved them out of His boundless love for His People.
Therefore, on Pesach night when we pray to be redeemed once more,
we do so in the privacy of our homes, because the redemption of Pesach
required tremendous kindness of G-d.

On Yom Kippur however, after we spend an entire day immersed
in spiritual endeavors, ignoring our physical needs, begging G-d for
forgiveness, and proclaiming our true inner desire to serve Hashem, we
rise together and, in unison, publicly proclaim, “Next year in
Yerushalayim.” At that moment, we are on a level when we need not be
abashed to request the redemption in a public forum. We have
demonstrated that our true desire is to be a Holy People, even though
throughout the year we sometimes lose focus of our true goals. When
we are on that lofty level, we have earned the right to publicly request
the redemption.



HESPED FOR RAV AHARON KOTLER*

Even though I am not worthy, and even though I do not have the
ability to properly relate the greatness, of the tremendous personality
and leadership qualities of my teacher and master, Rabbi Aharon Kotler
zt'l, however because I am the Rav of this shul, and being that I am a
disciple of the venerable Rosh Yeshiva, it is impossible for me not to
express some sentiments and feelings about the great sage and gaon,
who enlightened the entire Torah world throughout his lifetime.

The Gemarah Sanhedrin (105) relates that when Rabbi Eliezer was
ill, four great Torah scholars came to visit him. They each extolled his
virtues and how valuable he was to the world. Rabbi Tarfon stated, “You
are more valuable to Klal Yisroel than drops of rain because rain only
nourishes in this world while you nourish your students in this world and
the next world.” Rabbi Yehoshua followed and said, “You are more
valuable to Klal Yisroel than the sun itself because the sun shines in this
world while you shine in this world and the next world.” Finally, Rabbi
Eliezer ben Azaryah said, “You are more valuable to Klal Yisroel than
parents because one’s parents bring him into this world while you bring
your disciples into this world and the next world.”

What is the meaning of the aforementioned statements of the holy
Tana’im by stating that Rabbi Eliezer’s value is greater than rain, the
sun, and one’s parents?

It is well known that in order for any seed, and subsequently any
plant, to sprout and produce fruit, there must be proper exposure to sun
as well as sufficient rain. However, there is a difference between how
the sun affects a plant versus how rain affects a plant. The sun remains
in its place millions of miles away from earth and only its rays reach the
earth. The sun itself has no relationship, so-to-speak, with the plants
and trees on earth. Rain on the other hand, traverses the distance from
the rain clouds to the earth, and the raindrop itself enters the plants and
trees.

Both rain and sun, however, can only *fulfill their mission’ of
nourishing life on earth if seeds were pre-planted in the earth. The sun
and rain cannot create those seeds. The concept of creating seed from
nothing in order to reproduce life is only accomplished by parents. It is

The following is a eulogy delivered by Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn in the shul where he *
was the rabbi, Congregation Anshei Slonim. It was delivered in honor of the yahrtzeit
of his Rebbe, Harav Aharon Kotler zt'| (2 Kislev). In attendance were two thousand
b’nei torah and talmidim, including Harav Moshe Feinstein zt’l, Harav Pinchos Teitz
zt’l, and Harav Shneur Kotler zt’l. The eulogy was published in the Hama’‘aor
periodical, Volume 15, Number 1 (January 1965).



only after the ‘parent-fruit’ has produced seeds, which are then planted
in the ground, that the rain and sun can be effective.

Rabbi Yehoshua declared to Rabbi Eliezer that he is greater than
the sun. The sun heats and lights up the world with its powerful rays,
but Rabbi Eliezer's warmth enlightens this world and the next world
through his deep and penetrating wisdom. Rabbi Tarfon added that
Rabbi Eliezer is not only greater than the sun which shines its light from
afar, but he is even more valuable than rain. The rain which descends
to the earth and fuses with the growth below becomes part of its
recipient. Rabbi Eliezer is such an embracing loving Rebbe that he unites
with his students; he infuses some of himself into the fabric of their
souls and invests in them life in this world and the next.

Rabbi Eliezer ben Azaryah added that indeed the sun and rain are
extremely valuable and vital to the perpetuation of life, but what good
are the sun’s rays or rain if there are no seeds in the earth to receive
the blessings from above? Rabbi Eliezer, therefore, is more precious
than the sun and rain; in fact, he is even more precious than parents
who are the progenitors of life itself. By teaching myriads of students
Torah and proper conduct in Avodas Hashem he created a generation
who will seek the life-giving rays of the spiritual sun and rainfall to
continue to nourish their souls.

All these praises can also be applied to our great Rosh Yeshiva,
the gaon, Reb Aharon zt'l. With his insight, perception, and brilliance,
he has enlightened the Torah world. However, he was not only like the
sun which shines from afar but he was like the rain which bonds with its
recipients. He became involved, and cared for the welfare of every
student and worried for them so much that their premonitions and
anxieties became his concerns as well.

Let us analyze a few more sayings of Chazal that will help us
further relate the personality of our Rebbe, the Rosh Yeshiva zt’l:

The Gemorah Bava Basra (94a) quotes Rav Chanan bar Rav who
said in the name of Rav that on the day that Avrohom Avinu was niftar,
all of the respected personalities from every nation stood in a line and
declared, "Woe is to the world that has lost its leader! Woe is to the ship
that has lost its captain!”

When a doctor sees a patient, the doctor will try hard to cure his
patient. However, the doctor is well aware that his own life is not in
danger. On the other hand, a captain at sea is on the same ship that
the passengers are on and therefore, if their lives are in any sort of
danger his life is in danger as well. Therefore, the efforts of the captain
on the ship to ensure the safety of his passengers will be far more
intense than the efforts of the doctor standing behind the operating
table operating on his patient.



The Rosh Yeshiva was truly like the captain of a ship. He felt
inextricably bound to his many students and his soul was intertwined
with theirs. This was especially true because he personally shared their
pain because of the massive and unspeakable losses which they
suffered.

When the Rosh Yeshiva arrived on the shores of America, there
was a massive deficiency in Torah study. There was hardly anyone who
was dedicated to in-depth, analytical, penetrating Torah study. There
were hardly any students who were interested in learning from the great
Rosh Yeshiva.

It was at that point that he began his final phase of greatness as
a Rebbe, i.e., he became like a parent to his students. He dedicated
himself to creating an army of disciples and was committed to planting
seeds of people who would commit themselves to the ideals of serving
G-d with their entire soul and being moser nefesh for Torah study.

At this point, there began another transition in the life of the Rosh
Yeshiva. Rain does not only fall on plants and trees, but it also falls on
pavement, causing roads to become sullied. So too, the Rosh Yeshiva
committed himself to lowering himself into the mud in order to draw out
those who would support and help strengthen the Yeshiva.

The pasuk (Shemos 18:21) says, “"And you shall search from
among the people, men of valor; those who fear G-d, men of truth, who
hate insincerity, officers of thousands, officers of hundreds, officers of
fifty, and officers of ten.” In every generation, there were elite Jews who
were repulsed by money because they felt it had no value. The Rosh
Yeshiva zt'l grew up with those feelings as well. But here in America, in
order to sustain the yeshiva, he was forced to busy himself with money.
How much degradation and humiliation did he suffer because of money!
How much time did he have to waste in order to procure the necessary
finances to upkeep the yeshiva! This too, is part of the reason why the
efforts of the Rosh Yeshiva are analogous to rain. Often, he was forced
to lower himself into the muck, just like the rain which falls and creates
mud. Still-in-all, he remained as dedicated as always, constantly shining
his ethereal light upon his students.

What is the point of reciting kaddish? The commentators explain
that we recite kaddish in order to fulfill our mission in coming to this
world, i.e., to sanctify and promote the Name of G-d. The Navi (Yeshaya
43:7) expresses this idea, “Whoever is called by My Name and for My
Honor, I have created him, I fashioned him, I made him.” Thus, when
a Jew passes away from this world the sanctity and holiness that he
produced in his lifetime is lost. Therefore, the deceased’s son arises and
declares, “Yisgadal v’yiskadash sh’'may rabbah- May His Great Name be
made Great and Holy.” It is as if the son is saying, “Father, you have



departed to the next world. Therefore, we commit ourselves to
continuing your holy work of sanctifying G-d’s Holy Name so that once
again, his Name will be sanctified and made great.”

The Rosh Yeshiva is no longer with us! There is no one who can
fill his shoes! There is no one who can sanctify the name of G-d with his
passion and vitality. It is now incumbent upon us, with our feeble
abilities, to carry the Rosh Yeshiva on our shoulders, by continuing his
holy work and efforts.

Yisgadal v'yiskadash sh’'mey rabbah!

“RABBI'S MUSINGS (& AMUSINGS)”

24 Cheshvan 5779/November 2, 2018

RIDE THE WAVE

Last year on December 25, 2017, Heichal HaTorah hosted a
grandfather-grandson morning of Torah learning. It was beautiful and
touching to see grandfathers sitting next to their grandsons learning
together.

On that morning, I was about to begin my shiur by saying how
touched I was by the event, and that I would give anything to have the
opportunity to spend a morning learning with either of my grandfathers.
Just before I began, Rabbi Mitch Bomrind, grandfather of my student,
Elazar Milstein, said to me, “You know I learned with your Zaydei! He
was a very special person!” I was very moved by that statement, and it
threw me off for a few moments.

My Zaydei, Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn zt'l, was indeed a great talmid
chochom and a beloved personality. He remains one of my greatest
influences and inspirations, almost three decades after his passing.

The following week, Rabbi Bomrind texted me that he had a great
story about my Zaydei to share. I called him, and he related the
following:

“In the early 80s, I was at a dinner for Mesivta Tiferes
Yerushalayim. Your grandfather was the emcee and he was sitting next
to the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Moshe Feinstein zt”l, in what may have been
the last dinner the aging Rosh Yeshiva was healthy enough to attend.

“The executive director, Rabbi Eidelman, approached the Rosh
Yeshiva and mentioned that they had a dilemma- the honoree was a
wealthy fellow named Daniel Potkaroni. He owned a hosiery store on
Orchard Street and was very successful. Although he donated money to
the Yeshiva, there were two other donors who had pledged twice the



amount of money to the Yeshiva. It would look funny for the Yeshiva if
there were two people who gave double the amount that the honoree
gave.

“Your grandfather immediately turned to the Rosh Yeshiva and
asked for permission to rectify the situation. The Rosh Yeshiva told Rabbi
Eidelman to leave it to Rabbi Kohn.

“Your grandfather walked to the podium and related the story at
the end of Yevamos (121a): “"Rabbi Gamliel said- I was once traveling
on a boat and from a distance saw a boat that shattered and sank. I
was grieved over the apparent death of the Torah scholar who was on
board. Who was it? Rabbi Akiva. But when I disembarked on dry land,
he (Rabbi Akiva) came, and sat, and deliberated before me about
halacha. I said to him “"my son, who brought you up from the water?”
He replied to me: >ux7 15 snyayy %y Naw Y3 93 99159 a1 nvoo v 97 - A plank
from the boat came to me, and when each and every wave came before
me, I bent my head before it. (Thus, the waves didn't wash him off the
board, and he was able to ride the waves until he reached shore).

Your grandfather continued, “The word g7 (which Rabbi Akiva held
onto) is an acronym for nnpuio 7x11. Whenever the Yeshiva has been a
dire situation, whenever the waves and challenges have threatened to
wash the Yeshiva out, that g7 has come to its rescue. The Yeshiva has
been able to count on and hold onto its q1 and that is how it has been
able to endure.”

“Mr. Potkaroni was so moved and enamored by your grandfather’s
witty presentation, that he immediately tripled his original pledge, which
of course solved the problem.”

Rabbi Bomrind then added-

I had the privilege to learn with him on numerous occasions when
I was a Rav on the East Side. He had Shas on the back of his hand. But
what was more, I learned from him how to deal with people!

This Sunday, 27 Cheshvan, is my Zaydei’s yahrtzeit R’ Yaakov
Meir ben R’ Yosef Yitzchok. May his neshama have an Aliyah!

Good Shabbos & Shabbat Shalom,
R’ Dani and Chani Staum



“RABBI'S MUSINGS (& AMUSINGS)”

21 Cheshvan 5775/ November 14, 2014

ONGOING CONNECTION

Next Thursday, 27 Cheshvan will be the yahrtzelt of my
Zaidei, Rav Yaakov Meir Kohn
zt'l.

Every year during the
weeks before his yahrtzeit I
take out the few binders I
have containing his writings
containing his Torah thoughts.
Many of those thoughts were
written in his distinctive,
difficult to read, shorthand
writing, hastily recorded on the back of any paper that was in his
vicinity. There are divrei Torah written on the back of invitations,
bills, letters, and receipts stuck into the pages of his seforim.

Every year I try to decipher some of his writings. It is
painstaking, because it's word by word. But each thought that I
successfully am able to decipher is so precious to me.

My Zaidei also had a tremendous collection of seforim which
lined most of the walls of his Lower East Side apartment. My Bubby
would often complain to him that there was no more room for more
seforim. Her efforts were futile however, as he would sneak bags
into their apartment and leave them under the dining room table.
He would then clandestinely move the bags into his study.

The week after he passed away, two bags full of seforim were
found under the dining room table.

I inherited my Zaydei's love of seforim and also his challenge
of not having sufficient room for all of them. My wife is nervous
that I am going to start taking beds out of our house so I have
more room for seforim.

In my collection, I have a few seforim from my Zaidei.
Although most of those seforim have been reprinted, those old
seforim are precious to me.

One of the most personally beloved of that collection is my
Zaidei’s Kovetz Shiurim.




Kovetz Shiurim is a familiar sefer in the hallowed halls of
yeshivos the world over. It is a collection of the shiurim of Rav
Elchanan Wasserman zt'l hy'd, the great Rosh Yeshiva of
Baranovitch who was murdered during the Holocaust. During his
youth my Zaydei was a student in the Baranovich yeshiva and
heard shiurim from Rav Elchonon.

Kovetz Shiurim was first printed in 1964 by the author’s son,
Rav Simcha Wasserman zt'l.

The sefer I have is from that original printing and has a
purple cover. I imagine my Zaydei entering a seforim store in 1964
and seeing that the shiurim of his late Rebbe had been collected
and printed. I imagine how it brought back memories of his days
as a student in the yeshiva and the images of his saintly rebbe
delivering those same shiurim. I imagine the bittersweet emotions
that seeing the sefer for the first time must have evoked, perhaps
even a few tears.

When I hold that sefer and I learn from it I feel connected,
not only to my beloved Zaide, but also to what he felt connected
to - the Torah of the previous generation.

The sefer connects me to my Zaydei, which undoubtedly
connected him to his rebbe and a world lost.

Isn't that the story of the jewish people's connection to
Torah?

Shabbat Shalom & Good Shabbos,
R’ Dani and Chani Staum



“RABBI'S MUSINGS (& AMUSINGS)”

24 Cheshvan 5780/November 22, 2019

WHEN LESS IS MORE

This past Friday night, I'm sure everyone who davened at Kehillas
Zichron Yaakov came home from shul and spoke about the d’var Torah
recited before maariv. I'm also sure I'm not the only one whose wife
asked her husband when he walked in from shul if davening was over
already. Why? Because the speech consisted of an excellent thought
from the Brisker Rav, that was repeated - from start to finish - in under
ninety seconds.

A rabbinical colleague related that, before he was a Rabbi, he was
once asked by the shul Rabbi to deliver the Friday evening d’var Torah
before maariv.

It was the week of Parshas Beshalach. He began by quoting the
pasuk which states that the Jewish people stood trapped between the
sea and the approaching Egyptians. At that point, Moshe began to pray.
Rashi quotes the Medrash which states that G-d replied to Moshe, “this
is not the time for lengthy prayers. The nation must proceed.” My
colleague then said, “this is not the time for lengthy speeches. Now is
the time to proceed.” And with that he motioned for the chazzan to
proceed with barchu.

The crowd was delighted. And the rabbi never again asked him to
speak on Friday night.

It’s a difficult balance to strike. Everyone is looking for inspiration,
but no one wants to sit through long speeches.

So, when people discover someone who can inspire in a short
amount of time, they won’t let him go too easily.

In Camp Dora Golding, we have achieved that balance. Rabbi
Mayer Erps, a noted educator and dynamic storyteller, shares a three
minute “bullet derasha” which contains a powerful story and a great
lesson. The six hundred campers, who have just recently eaten kokush
cake and chocolate milk for breakfast (kiddush is recited between
shachris and Krias HaTorah), listen with rapt attention. By the time they
start getting edgy, the speech is over, and we are well into Mussaf.

My Zaydei, Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn z”l was not only a scholar of
note, he was also sharp-witted and understood people very well. When
he and my Bubby arrived in America after World War II, they moved to
the then fledgling but burgeoning community of Lakewood. My Zaydei
was a student of the illustrious Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi Aharon Kotler zt”|
before the war, when Rabbi Aharon was Rosh Yeshiva in the town of
Kletzk. While living in Lakewood, my Zaydei would travel and speak on




behalf of the young yeshiva and on behalf of the Va’ad Hatzalah , which
was under the leadership of Rabbi Eliezer Silver.

In the early 1950s my Zaydei and Bubby spent a Shavuos on the
Lower East Side of Manhattan so my Zaydei could deliver the pre-Yizkor
appeal at the Anshe Slonim shul at 172 Norfolk Street.

The well-known shul was in an august and imposing building,
boasting hundreds of seats, noted cantors and choirs. At that time, the
shul was searching for a new Rabbi. By the time my Zaydei got up to
speak, it had already been a long davening. He shared a brief poignant
thought and then said to the assemblage, "My friends, I could easily
continue speaking for another half hour, extolling the virtue of Va’ad
Hatzalah and the vital work they do. But I know that you are all aware
of its importance. In addition, I'm sure - like my wife- your wives
prepared wonderful meals that are waiting for you after davening. Let’s
consider it as if I spoke for the extra half hour, and everyone should
contribute to this vital cause.” With that he sat down.

It was the most successful appeal the shul ever had.

That night, the leadership of the shul set aside their long list of
potential candidates and offered my Zaydei to be the Rabbi of the
prestigious shul. The rest is history. He became the Rabbi for over
twenty years, until the shul closed its doors in 1974.

I remember one Shabbos morning during my youth, when our
family hosted a Rabbi in our community and his family for the Shabbos
seudah. He was distinguished and well-known, and his lectures were
delivered with passion and emotion. However, they were not known for
their brevity.

During the seudah, amidst the other topics of discussion, my
mother mentioned that her father was also a community Shul rabbi.
Then my mother added that her father always said that speeches cannot
be too long, otherwise you’ll lose the attention of the congregation. My
father’s looks and gentle kicks under the table didn’t help. The Rabbi in
our home laughed good-naturedly. The following Shabbos his speech
was as long as always.

I must admit that as a shul rabbi for over a decade, it is very hard
to strike the right balance. Every rabbi wants to inspire by conveying an
important lesson, which is best brought out with stories to illustrate and
other points of reference. It is an ongoing arduous challenge to balance
content with attention span. But it is a balance that every rabbi must
strive for.

In an age of “quick chizuk”, such as Meaningful Minute and
WhatsApp groups that convey 1-5-minute divrei Torah, that challenge
becomes all the more pronounced. (It's axiomatic that one doesn’t
become a scholar from brief inspirational clips. Scholarship and erudition
are the result of effort, exertion, and being able to sustain attention,



often during long lectures. Bursts of inspiration are like a match that
ignites a flame. That fire needs to be fueled so that it can develop into
a more substantial and enduring fire. The purpose of this essay is surely
not to minimize or downgrade the value and need of lectures. It is only
to reinforce that in our fast-paced world, bursts of inspiration are
invaluable.)

I wish I could still personally glean from my Zaydei’s wellsprings
of knowledge of Torah and interpersonal dealing with people. He passed
away when I was eight years old. Yet, his legacy continues to inspire
me, and he remains of my foremost role models in life.

I cannot fathom how a person who suffered so much loss and was
an orphaned refugee, could have emerged with such a jovial personality
and contagious vivaciousness. His love for Torah and for people largely
defined him, and all who knew him testified to that.

Shabbat Shalom & Good Shabbos,
R’ Dani and Chani Staum



On Wednesday morning, 26 Cheshvan/November 6t at 3:16
A.M., my wife and I were blessed with the birth of our son. It was three
years to the day after the birth of our daughter, Aviva Rochel (November
7th, 2004).

On Thursday morning, 27 Cheshvan, after being called up to the
Torah, the special Mi Shebeirech prayer was said for the speedy
recovery of my wife and newborn son, and that our son merit to be
ritually circumcised next Wednesday, with G-d’s Help.

27 Cheshvan is also the yahrtzeit (anniversary of the death) of
my illustrious Zaydei (Grandfather), Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn, HaRav
Yaakov Meir ben HaRav Yosef Yitzchak zt'l. Nothing in life is coincidental
and it was personally meaningful to recite a blessing for our newborn
son on the day of his great-grandfather’s passing. As a student of Rabbi
Berel Wein shlita, I have learned to appreciate the vital connection that
Klal Yisroel has with its past and future. Our task is to perpetuate the
customs and traditions of our ancestors in order to instill those values
and beliefs in our progeny. May we be so worthy!

My Zaydei was not only a great scholar and an acknowledged
Rabbi, he was also loved for his convivial personality. His charisma and
wit enabled him to develop deep relationships with the most unusual
people.

My Mother related to me that my Zaydei was constantly involved
in collecting funds for various Torah institutions. On one occasion, he
went to meet a noted philanthropist who had just recently donated a
large sum of money to a secular organization. When the philanthropist
asked my Zaydei why he had come to see him when they had never
met, my Zaydei simply replied that he wanted to shake the hand that
had so selflessly donated so much money to a charitable organization.
Then, without saying another word, my Zaydei stood up and left. A few
months later, when the man donated another sum of money to a second
secular institution, my Zaydei returned and repeated his prior visit. A
few months later when my Zaydei went back for a third time, he walked
out with a sizeable donation for a Yeshiva he was collecting for.

On another occasion, my Zaydei was informed that a wealthy
entrepreneur was in the hospital recovering from surgery. My Zaydei
went to the hospital and pretended that he “just happened to be there”.
They struck up a conversation, after which my Zaydei got up and left.
When the man returned home, my Zaydei was able to solicit a worthy
donation for a Yeshiva from him as well.

Although my Zaydei possessed the gift of oratory, he understood
that there was no greater connection than that of a deep and warm
relationship.



He and my Bubby had a home without doors (at least
figuratively). My Bubby never knew how many guests to expect on
Shabbos and she cooked accordingly. Their home was constantly graced
with notable Torah personalities and leaders. It was truly a Torah home,
built on the pillars of chessed and Torah study.

May our budding family follow my Bubby’s and Zaydey's
examples and build a home predicated on those same values; a home
of vibrant warmth and positive relationships in which the sounds of joy,
laughter, and Avodas Hashem unceasingly resonate. May we merit to
enter our son into the covenant of our forefather Avrohom in its proper
time; to raise him and his siblings for Torah, Chupah (marriage) and
ma’asim tovim (good deeds).



My Zaydei, Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn zt'l, was a tzaddik and a great
ba’al middos. He was born in Russia before the Holocaust and escaped
the Nazis. His parents, however, were not as lucky and were killed by
the wicked Nazis. Somehow my Zaydei arrived in a city called
Samarkand in a country that today is called Uzbekistan. It was there
that he met my Bubby and got married.

Life in Samarkand was very difficult. They had very little money
and food. My Zaydei’s pants ripped, and he desperately needed to buy
a new pair but he simply did not have the money. My Bubby and Zaydei
had to save up money for some time before they had enough to go out
and buy a new pair of pants. Finally, when they had enough money, my
Bubby gave my Zaydei the money and sent him to buy himself a new
pair of pants. Imagine how annoyed and upset my Bubby was when my
Zaydei came home without the money or the new pair of pants. My
Zaydei explained that he had lost the money and there was nothing he
could do.

Years passed and eventually they came to America and moved to
the famous Lower East Side of Manhattan. One day while my Bubby was
walking down the street, she met a Jewish man from Europe. When she
told him that her name was Kohn, he excitedly asked her if she was
related to Rabbi Yaakov Meir Kohn. When my Bubby said that he was
her husband the man told her that my Zaydei had saved him from jail
in Samarkand. He explained that the Russian authorities had thrown
him into jail for no reason and he had no money to pay them off. Then
one day, my Zaydei appeared and - although he had never met the man
before - he gave the guards money to set him free. It was then that my
Bubby realized where the money for the pants had gone. My Zayedi had
used it to save that Jew from jail and didn’t want to tell her about the
chessed he had done.

The Gemarah says that by nature every Jew is full of mercy,
modesty and good deeds. When my Zaydei saw a Yid who needed
money to save himself he simply forgot about himself and how badly he
needed pants and immediately gave away all the money he had saved
up for so long.






